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2          UTC Sheffield

Do you want more than 
just qualifications? 
Are you thinking ahead to 
your career?
A University Technical College offers 
a head start for high quality careers 
from age 13.

Pictured: UTC students using Oculus Rift technology as part of a virtual 
reality project to trial the design of prosthetic limbs for amputees, working 
with Sheffield Hallam University and the Wellcome Trust
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Introducing 
UTC Sheffield
A different approach to education…
University Technical Colleges  
(UTCs) have been designed to 
meet the needs of employers for 
up-and-coming young talent with 
the right skill sets and knowledge 
to fill the jobs of tomorrow. 

UTCs take students as young as 13 
and offers a combination of technical 
qualifications alongside GCSEs and A 
Levels. This combination of academic and 
technical learning is unique and equips 
students for high quality apprenticeships, 
university or jobs. The curriculum relates 
to the world of work and the learning 
experience includes a broad range of 
activities with employers.

UTC Sheffield City Centre opened its 
doors in September 2013 specialising in 
Engineering & Advanced Manufacturing 
and Creative & Digital Media. Those 
graduating from the UTC have already 
gained outstanding results, particularly 
in technical qualifications, and have gone 
on to a range of top quality university 
courses and apprenticeships.

A second UTC Sheffield campus opened 
in September 2016 on the site of the 
visionary new Olympic Legacy Park. 
Focused on exciting opportunities for 
future jobs, it offers the best in specialist 
learning in Health Sciences, Sport 
Science and Computing alongside a 
rounded education to develop the full 
potential of every student.

Key sponsors:

Sheffield
Chamber of
Commerce
Support. Grow. Connect.
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Working with employers and universities is at the heart of everything 
we do at the UTC, providing students with real-life problem-solving 
challenges, mentoring and work experience.

Curriculum

You will participate in projects related 
to the world of work that have been 
designed by our employer and university 
partners in collaboration with our expert 
teaching staff, as well as benefitting 
from master classes and feedback on 
your work from top professionals.

Mentoring

The chance to meet regularly with 
employers relevant to your interests and 
career aspirations is a key part of how the 
UTC will build your confidence and skills.

Placements

Work experience at the UTC is all about 
matching your interests with specific 
employer and project opportunities, 
so that you gain a real insight into 
what it is like to work in the sector.

Trips and Tours

You will visit a wide range of employer 
premises, including high profile 
companies and organisations, 
as well as participate in national 
competitions and events. 

Employer-led 
learning
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Two 
outstanding 
campuses
Both of UTC Sheffield’s campuses combine a modern, 
high-tech environment with outstanding facilities
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Specialising in Engineering & Advanced 
Manufacturing and Creative & Digital Media
This award-winning, high-tech building is located in the heart of the 
City’s Creative and Digital Quarter next to BBC Radio Sheffield and close 
to Sheffield Hallam University, just moments away from the main rail and 
bus stations.

State-of the-art facilities include:

• Engineering mini-factories that simulate the real manufacturing environment
• Advanced Apple Mac-based design suites with the latest hardware and software
• Suite of hi-tech studios and media labs for digital creative and media projects 

including film, photography, animation and web application
• High-spec prototyping facilities including laser cutting, a wind-tunnel and 3-D 

printing 
• Computer Numerically Controlled (CNC) machine suite and Computer Aided 

Design (CAD) suites for producing items designed by the students
• Electronics laboratory
• Multi-use rooftop sports pitch

For information on the full range of facilities, visit www.utcsheffield.org.uk
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Specialising in Computing, Health Sciences and 
Sport Science
This purpose-built second Sheffield UTC is located on the £55m Olympic 
Legacy Park (OLP), home to world class professional sporting facilities 
and soon Sheffield Hallam’s Advanced Wellbeing Research Centre. 

The OLP will provide a unique environment for learning, unrivalled anywhere else in the 
UK, offering opportunity to link to cutting-edge research, innovation and sports activities.

These are just some of the industry-standard facilities you will enjoy:

• Activity Studio which will host a state-of-the-art 3-D motion capture facility
• Health and Development Suite including a flexible ward set-up, a child 

development area and a facility for an operational ambulance
• Sport Science laboratory for detailed assessment of individual performance
• 3G professional standard pitch and 100m running track with data capture facilities
• Fitness Suite
• Virtual Reality testing research lab
• User Experience (UX) research lab, Raspberry Pi lab and Robotics lab
• Rooftop science terrace

For information on the full range of facilities, visit www.utcsheffield.org.uk
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Jake & Oliver
This August Jake Stuchbury-Wass and Oliver Smith have made history by being the first at UTC 
Sheffield to get to one of the world’s top universities.

The 18-year-olds who completed their studies 
at UTC Sheffield City Centre are both now at the 
University of Cambridge studying degrees in 
engineering.

Both Jake and Oliver achieved three A* grades 
in maths, further maths and physics. They also 
gained distinction* grades in their engineering 
technical qualifications.

Jake said: “I feel really proud and very relieved. 
Studying at the UTC has really prepared me for 
my longer term university and career ambitions, 
and I want to thank the teachers for all of their 
support.”

Both Jake and Oliver were inspired to apply to the 
University of Cambridge by their maths teacher 
who also studied there.

Jake added: “I hadn’t thought about Cambridge 
but my maths teacher suggested it, as she 
had studied there. I felt very nervous about the 
interview but I did some preparation and that 
really helped.”

Oliver said: “I would never had thought that 
getting into Cambridge was possible, but my 
maths teacher thought I had the potential and 
encouraged me to apply. I felt very nervous at the 
interview but did some research beforehand.

“The focus was very much on problem solving 
skills, and being at the UTC has helped me 
to develop that mindset. That’s why I enjoy 
engineering – it’s all about learning how to apply 
theory to real world solutions.”

As part of his studies at the UTC, Jake took part 
in WorldSkills 2016 and was part of a team 
that won a gold medal in the industrial control 
category.

He added: “I’ve had a great time at the UTC. I 
chose to move to the UTC at 16 because of the 
engineering specialism and A level subjects that 
support that, which makes it different to other 
schools.”

Jake continued: “I’ve really enjoyed the hands-
on technical learning, and taking part in the 
WorldSkills competition helped me develop team 
working, problem solving and time management 
skills.”

Oliver added: “I would definitely recommend the 
UTC. The teachers have been fantastic, nothing is 
too much for them. The facilities are great and so 
is the atmosphere.”

Our Graduates



Tom
Studying at UTC Sheffield has put Tom 
Spires on course for an international 
electrical engineering career with his 
university fees paid for by an employer.

The 18-year-old, from Doncaster, has been 
selected for a sponsored cadet training 
programme as a junior electro-technical 
officer with global energy giant BP.

Tom started a Degree in Electronic 
Engineering at Newcastle University this 
September, with all of his tuition fees paid for 
by BP.

As part of his studies next year, Tom will 
spend four months stationed on a gas carrier 
ship travelling from Venezuela to Australia.

Tom said: “It’s such a fantastic career 
opportunity and the fact that my studies 
are paid for by the employer in addition to 
receiving a salary is great.

“I’m really looking forward to the placement 
abroad where I will learn about responsibility for 
every piece of electrical equipment on the ship.“

He added: “I’d definitely recommend the 
UTC. The emphasis on technical as well as 
academic qualifications has helped me to 
develop a problem solving mindset.”

Madison
UTC Sheffield student Madison Fearn has 
recently celebrated a successful set of 
exam results.

The 18-year-old has just completed a 
technical qualification in creative and digital 
at UTC Sheffield City Centre.

Madison also studied three A Levels and 
achieved a grade A in creative writing, a grade 
B in English Literature and a grade C in art.

She also gained a distinction* for her 
technical qualification in creative and digital.

Now she is going onto study a Degree in Film 
and English at the University of Warwick. 
Madison said: “I’m really happy and excited to 
be going on to my first choice of university.”

She added: “Joining the UTC is the best 
decision that I’ve ever made! I’ve really 
enjoyed developing creative and digital 
technical skills, the employer projects and 
being able to take complementary A Level 
subjects alongside.”

“It’s also been great to meet new people; 
everyone is so into their subjects that there is 
a good atmosphere and it’s easy to get along 
with the other students.”
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Nine reasons to 
choose UTC Sheffield

More than just qualifications
Qualifications matter but UTC will give 
you a wealth of extra opportunities to 
meet and work with employers, apply your 
skills and build your confidence.

Employer-led learning
Regular interaction with employers through 
mentoring sessions, master classes and 
tailored work placements, will help you to 
develop industry knowledge and understand 
what skills you will need to secure a job.

Industry-standard facilities
The UTC offers outstanding facilities and 
technology; many are industry-standard 
so you will be working with the technology 
that you will use in the world of work.

Focused
Students comment that the learning 
experience at the UTC is much 
more focused – students are there 
to learn and because they have a 
passion for particular subjects.

1

2

3

4

12     UTC Sheffield
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Best of both worlds
You can be both academic and 
practical, enjoying hands-on learning 
and at the same time gaining the 
academic qualifications you will 
need to go further in your career.

All options open
By combining highly regarded technical 
qualifications with academic qualifications 
students at the UTC keep all their options open 
to progress into apprenticeships, employment 
or university, including top universities.

Professional environment 
Students are encouraged to take responsibility 
for their learning with regular time allocated 
for project work and independent study. You 
will find that you are treated more like an adult 
but also given support where you need it.

Friendly community
The UTC is a friendly community. 
Students comment that they make 
friends quickly, perhaps because they 
share interests in specialist subjects.

Strong support
Every student has a learning 
plan and there are learning 
managers as well as teachers 
who are dedicated to helping 
you reach your full potential.

5

6

7

8

9
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Our curriculum offer, including employer-led projects and enrichment 
activities, is designed to give students a well-rounded education to open 
up the best possible opportunities for future study and career progression.

Key Stage 4
At Key Stage 4, Year 9 and Year 10 
students attending UTC Sheffield 
will study GCSEs alongside a suite of 
up to three technical qualifications 
in their chosen specialism. 

Core GCSEs

• Mathematics
• English Language
• English Literature
• Sciences (Biology, Physics and 

Chemistry leading to GCSE 
combined or triple science)

See opposite for optional GCSE choices.

Taking the English Baccalaureate 
is an option for those that choose 
MFL and Geography.

Students will also have allocated 
lesson time for Careers Information, 
Advice and Guidance, Citizenship, 
PSHE (Personal, Social and Health 
Education), Sports and Physical 
Education, alongside time for independent 
study and enrichment activities.

Curriculum

Optional GCSEs @ UTC 
Sheffield City Centre 

One GCSE from the following options:

• Art
• Geography
• Product Design
• For some students a Modern 

Foreign Language (MFL) may be 
available in enrichment sessions

Plus all students will study for the 
Certificate in Digital Applications

Optional GCSEs @ UTC 
Sheffield Olympic Legacy Park 

Two GCSEs from the following options:

• Child Care
• Computer Science
• Geography
• Modern Foreign Language (MFL)
• Psychology
• Physical Education

Plus Computing students will study for 
the Certificate in Digital Applications

NEW: Students can 
now start KS4 studies 
at the UTC from Year 9
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Key Stage 5
At Key Stage 5 students will study a 
Level 3 technical qualification alongside 
up to three A Levels, depending 
on each student’s ambitions.

See opposite for A Level choices.

There are opportunities for students 
to choose A Levels available at both 
campuses. For advice please contact: 
admin@utcsheffield.org.uk

Both UTC Sheffield campuses may 
also offer a Level 2 bridging-the-gap 
year at Post-16, which provides a 
step up to Level 3 qualifications.

Optional A Levels @ UTC 
Sheffield City Centre 

• Fine Art
• Chemistry
• English 

Literature
• Maths
• Further Maths 

(if you are 
taking Maths)

• Photography
• Physics

• Product Design
• Level 3 Core 

Maths
• Level 3 

Extended 
Project options

• GCSE English, 
Maths and 
Science resits

Optional A Levels @ UTC 
Sheffield Olympic Legacy Park 

• Biology
• Chemistry
• Computer 

Science
• English 

Literature
• Maths
• Further Maths 

(if you are 
taking Maths)

• Physics
• Psychology
• Level 3 Core 

Maths
• Level 3 

Extended 
Project options

• GCSE English, 
Maths and 
Science resits

Please note, the course offer for both 
KS4 and KS5 may be reviewed as part 
of the UTC’s long-term commitment to 
securing the best outcomes for students.
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These are just some of the 
employers you’ll be working with:
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Pursue your passion for: 

Computing @ Olympic Legacy Park

Creative & Digital @ City Centre

Engineering @ City Centre

Health Sciences @ Olympic Legacy Park 

Sport Science @ Olympic Legacy Park

Five 
exciting 
specialisms

Key Information 2018/19          17



18          UTC Sheffield

Computing
@ UTC Sheffield Olympic Legacy Park

Employers are becoming increasingly dependent on 
these skills as technology is now such a big factor in 
almost every walk of life. In fact, the digital technology 
sector is predicted to grow faster than all other 
occupation categories by 2020, and not just in London. 

The North of England is fast becoming a centre of 
excellence for bright ideas and new companies using 
digital technology. The two major universities in 
Sheffield City Region are undertaking groundbreaking 
research using digital technology and data – especially 
in the area of health and sport. All of this technology-
based work and research is driving real change in how 
we live and work and spend our leisure time. You could 
be part of that.

At KS4, you will study the Edexcel Certificate in 
Digital Applications (CIDA) along with GCSE Computer 
Science alongside GCSEs. 

At KS5, you will study Level 3 OCR Cambridge 
Technicals in IT alongside A Levels.

Employer-led 
projects

You will undertake 
projects set by 
some of the 
region’s leading 
companies from all 
sorts of sectors. 

For example, a 
project might include 
capturing data from 
training sessions 
with professional 
Basketball players 
and modelling what 
it means for health, 
or designing a 
mobile app or some 
wearable technology 
to enable people in 
the community to 
monitor and manage 
their blood pressure.

Are you full of ideas? Do you enjoy using technology to make and create? 
At the UTC you could bring your ideas to life in all sorts of ways – coding, 
playing with ‘big data’ to find hidden patterns and trends, making apps 
and digital products that are really engaging for people to use. 

Find out more: 
utcsheffield.org.uk/computing
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The Creative & Digital Media specialism at UTC Sheffield 
provides students with a wide range of digital skills, from 
vision and design to marketing and communication. 
Skills that are applicable and sought-after across a wide 
range of sectors, from advertising to engineering, from 
broadcasting to journalism. 

As a Creative & Digital student you will learn in hi-tech 
studios and media labs catering for film, photography, 
animation and web application.  State-of-the-art facilities 
also include a sound studio for creating radio features 
or developing soundtracks exploring music technology 
and speech projects, as well as a superb art and design 
space.

At KS4, you will study Level 2 OCR Cambridge Nationals 
in Creative IMedia, GCSE Media Studies and Level 2 
BTEC First Award in Creative Media Production alongside 
GCSEs.

At KS5, you will study Level 3 OCR Cambridge Technicals 
in Digital Media alongside A Levels.

Creative & Digital
@ UTC Sheffield City Centre

Employer-led 
projects

You might be 
working on a brief  
for a film trailer set 
by BAFTA  
award-winning Warp 
Films, or attend a 
master class from 
representatives 
of Hallam FM 
on audience 
demographics and 
radio advertising, 
or you might be 
set a challenge 
by directors of 
international game 
developers Sumo 
Digital, in between 
their work for 
PlayStation and 
Microsoft.

Are you interested in designing and digital making, filming and 
recording, writing and using your imagination? The Creative & Digital 
Industries are very diverse – ranging from advertising to architecture and 
from fashion to film.

Find out more: 
utcsheffield.org.uk/creative
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Engineering is a combination of science and maths used to solve real-life problems. 
There are lots of different types of engineers who work in all sorts of places - offices, 
laboratories, hospitals, hi-tech manufacturing, to name a few. You could be improving 
the performance of new tennis rackets, helping to develop artificial limbs or working in 
a team to help a community recover from a natural disaster.

The Engineering specialism at UTC Sheffield will provide you with the knowledge and 
skills to work across this diverse and growing sector. You will learn in state-of-the-art 
facilities including mini-factories that simulate the real manufacturing environment, 
high-spec prototyping workshops and 
sophisticated machine suites – working 
on challenges set by employers that will 
stretch you and build your industry skills.

At KS4, you will study Level 2 OCR 
Cambridge Nationals in Engineering 
Manufacture, Engineering Design and 
Systems & Control, alongside GCSEs. 

At KS5, you will study Level 3 OCR 
Cambridge Technicals in Engineering 
alongside courses including A Levels.

Engineering
@ UTC Sheffield City Centre

Employer-led projects

You might be working with 
graduates and apprentices 
from Rolls-Royce on a specially 
commissioned project to design 
an aeroplane refuelling pump, or 
investigating how to develop an 
Umanned Aerial Vehicle (UAV) with 
PES Performance. Or perhaps 
you will become a WorldSkills 
competitor in mechatronics with 
Siemens and Festo or learn 
how materials are tested with 
Lavender International.Find out more: 

utcsheffield.org.uk/engineering

If you like to get to the bottom of how things work, solve problems, invent 
and make, Engineering is for you. You could be helping to design and 
construct visionary buildings, developing the latest green technology to 
save the planet, or inventing new medical devices to improve healthcare.
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Health Sciences
@ UTC Sheffield Olympic Legacy Park

Health Sciences at the UTC Olympic Legacy Park will 
provide you with the knowledge and skills to work 
across numerous vocational areas of the healthcare 
and wellbeing sectors.

Health Sciences looks at new ways to prevent as well 
as treat illness and help people to lead healthier lives. 
Breakthroughs in medicine and health are happening 
every day. As a student at the UTC you will look at 
both the application of healthcare and the scientific 
research behind it.

Sheffield City Regions hosts a growing number of 
healthcare and wellbeing companies and is also a hub 
for leading research and cutting-edge technologies in 
health, with national centres of excellence led by both 
universities, alongside elite sporting bodies such as the 
English Institute of Sport.

At KS4, you will study Level 2 OCR Cambridge 
Nationals in Health alongside GCSEs.

At Post-16, you will study Level 3 OCR Cambridge 
Technicals in Health alongside A Levels. 

Employer-led projects

You could work 
on the Patients as 
Educators project 
with the University of 
Sheffield. During the 
project you will get 
to meet real patients 
and learn about their 
condition, treatment 
plan and experience 
of care. You will see 
demonstrations of 
skills associated with 
individual patient 
care. You will apply 
this information to 
case studies and 
look at ways to better 
improve care and 
patient experience, 
as well as discussing 
this with health 
professionals.Find out more: 

utcsheffield.org.uk/health

Do you enjoy science and technology? Are you curious about how the 
human body works and looking to work in the health sector? Do you want 
to solve problems and help to make a difference?
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Sport Science
@ UTC Sheffield Olympic Legacy Park

Sport Science at UTC Sheffield Olympic Legacy Park 
will provide you with the knowledge and skills to work 
across numerous areas of the sports and wellbeing 
sectors.

Understanding how sport, exercise and lifestyle effects 
the body is the basis of Sport Science. Breakthroughs 
in Sport designed initially to help elite athletes gain an 
edge are now being used to improve community health 
as well, the sports sector and the failed of exercise 
medicine is a growing area of research and study.

Sheffield City Region hosts a growing number of 
healthcare technology companies and is also a hub for 
leading research in sport, health and wellbeing, with 
national centres of excellence led by both universities, 
alongside elite sports bodies such as The English 
Institute of Sport.

At KS4, you will study a combination of Level 2 OCR 
Cambridge Nationals in both Health and Sport Science 
alongside GCSEs.

At KS5, you will study Level 3 OCR Cambridge 
Technicals in Sport and Physical Activity alongside A 
Levels. 

Employer-led projects

You will work with 
athletes at all levels, 
including those at 
the top of their fields 
to understand how 
performance of the 
human body can be 
improved thought the 
application of science 
and technology. 
For example, you 
could be working 
with a professional 
sportsman and their 
coach, understanding 
how they build 
strength when they 
are training, and then 
apply this learning 
to people who are 
managing chronic 
asthmatic conditions. 

Find out more: 
utcsheffield.org.uk/sport

Do you enjoy sport or sports science? Are you curious about how athletes’ 
bodies work? Do you want to work alongside top athletes developing new 
ways to improve their performance? Or be an athlete yourself?
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Our Creative & 
Digital Post-16 
students have 
consistently 
gained the best 
Level 3 grades 
in the country

Our engineering 
students have 
competed against 
internationally 
renowned 
companies in 
the WorldSkills 
competition and 
have achieved 
Gold, Silver and 
Bronze awards

100% of our 
graduates 
in 2017 
went onto 
a positive 
destination

Employer 
projects 
supported 
by Sheffield 
Teaching 
Hospitals give our 
Health Sciences 
students the edge

During its 
first year 
UTC Sheffield 
Olympic 
Legacy Park 
Computing 
students won 
two robotics 
trophies

Our vocational 
engineering 
courses have 
the best results 
in the city, 
with over 96% 
qualifying and 
50% gaining the 
highest grades at 
Level 3 in 2017

Apply 
online 

utcsheffield.org.uk/apply

50% of our 
2017 Post-16 
Creative & 
Digital students 
were offered an 
unconditional 
university place

55% of our 
2017 Y13 
graduates 
went on to an 
apprenticeship
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Make.
Create.
Innovate.

utcsheffield.org.uk
@utcsheffield
facebook.com/utcsheffield


