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Prospectus 2019/20



Do you want more than just 
qualifications? Are you thinking 
ahead to your career? 
Join us in Year 9 or Year 12 to get a head start.
UTCs are government-funded academies offering careers-focused 
education for 13-19 year-olds, working with employers and universities.
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Welcome to UTC Sheffield 
City Centre campus. I am 
delighted to be leading 
this exceptional centre for 
technical and academic 
education.

Our students develop high-level 
skills and enjoy fantastic career 
and university prospects from 
apprenticeships to prestigious 
Russell Group institutions. I am proud 
of their achievements and their hard 
work, which is encouraged through 
the highly professional and careers-
focused ethos which we cultivate.

UTC Sheffield – which is Ofsted 
graded ‘good’ – was the first UTC 
to open in Yorkshire and Humber 
in September 2013. All students 
complete a technical qualification 
in one of two industry specialisms, 
either Engineering and Advanced 
Manufacturing or Creative and Digital 
Media, in addition to GCSEs and A 
Levels.

As noted by Ofsted, our students 
develop good industry skills on highly 
effective study programmes, which 
increase their chances of securing 
employment and apprenticeships in 
the region and beyond.

Students mention that the 
atmosphere at the UTC is purposeful 
and focused, but also friendly 
and vibrant. Students come to us 
because they want to learn and relish 
the opportunity to concentrate on 
their studies alongside others with 
similar interests – whilst enjoying an 
extensive programme of personal 
and social development.

On behalf of the dedicated and 
professional team at UTC Sheffield 
City Centre campus, I hope that you 
will want to find out more and will 
join us on this exciting journey of 
employer-led education.

Introduction 
From Alex Reynolds, Principal
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Industry
standard
facilities 
Specialising in Engineering & 
Advanced Manufacturing and 
Creative & Digital Media

This award-winning, high-tech building is located 
in the heart of the City’s Creative and Digital 
Quarter next to BBC Radio Sheffield and close 
to Sheffield Hallam University, just moments 
away from the main rail and bus stations.

State-of the-art facilities include:
• Engineering mini-factories 

that simulate the real 
manufacturing environment

• Advanced Apple Mac-based 
design suites with the latest 
hardware and software

• Suite of hi-tech studios 
and media labs for digital, 
creative and media 
projects including film, 
photography, animation 
and web applications

• High-spec prototyping 
facilities including laser 
cutting, a wind-tunnel 
and 3-D printing

• Computer Numerically 
Controlled (CNC) machine 
suite and Computer Aided 
Design (CAD) suites for 
producing items designed 
by the students

• Electronics laboratory

• Multi-use rooftop 
sports pitch



Specialising 
in Engineering
If you like to get to the bottom of how things work, solve problems, invent 
and make, Engineering is for you. You could be helping to design and 
construct visionary buildings, developing the latest green technology to 
save the planet, or inventing new medical devices to improve healthcare.

Engineering and Advanced Manufacturing is a combination of science and maths used to 
solve real-life problems. There are lots of different types of engineers who work in all sorts 
of places - offices, laboratories, hospitals, hi-tech manufacturing, to name a few. 

The Engineering specialism at UTC Sheffield will provide you with the knowledge and skills to work across 
this diverse and growing sector. You will learn in state-of-the-art facilities including mini-factories that 
simulate the real manufacturing environment, high-spec prototyping workshops and sophisticated machine 
suites – working on challenges set by employers that will stretch you and build your industry skills.

Find out more:

utcsheffield.org.uk/engineering
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Employer-led 
projects
You might be working with 
graduates and apprentices 
from Rolls-Royce on a specially 
commissioned project to design 
an aeroplane refuelling pump, 
or investigating how to develop 
an Umanned Aerial Vehicle 
(UAV) with PES Performance. 
Or perhaps you will become 
a WorldSkills competitor in 
mechatronics with Siemens and 
Festo, or learn how materials 
are tested with Lavender 
International.
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At KS4, you will study Level 
2 OCR Cambridge Nationals 
in Engineering Manufacture, 
Engineering Design 
and Systems & Control, 
alongside GCSEs.

At KS5, you will study Level 
3 OCR Cambridge Technicals 
in Engineering alongside 
courses including A Levels.

See full additional A Level and GCSE 
options in the KS4 and KS5 Curriculum 
section on page 18.



WorldSkills UK 
is a national 
competition that 
equips students 
with the world-
class skills 
needed for the 
future economy.

The competition uses 
real work projects to 
test competitors and 
build attributes valued 
by employers including 
teamwork, organisation, 
time management and 
working under pressure.

Teams from UTC Sheffield 
have competed over 
several years against 
colleges, employers 
and universities from 
across the UK, winning 
a haul of medals and 
placing them among 
the top performers for 
engineering skills. Some 
have been invited to 
join the training and 
development programme 
for international 
competitions with the 
chance to represent the 
UK at international skills 
competitions: EuroSkills 
and WorldSkills.

100% 
Technical 
Pass Rate
at Level 3 in 2017/18

Our students’ destinations include: Sheffield 
Hallam University, University of Sheffield, MBDA 
Missile Systems Degree Apprenticeship, Jaguar 
Land Rover Higher Apprenticeship, Nottingham 
Trent University, University of Nottingham, Oxford 
Brookes University, Boeing Apprenticeship at 
the Advanced Manufacturing Research Centre, 
BMW Higher Apprenticeship, Royal Army 
Medical Corps, Toyota Apprenticeship, University 
of Cambridge, University of Westminster

Worldskills UK
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UTC Sheffield student 
Cameron Tawn is 
celebrating after securing 
an apprenticeship with a 
top employer. He gained 
a Cambridge Technical 
qualification in Engineering, 
achieving a double 
distinction, as well as an A 
Level in Maths. 

Cameron also completed AS Level 
Physics. Now he is going onto a three-
year degree apprenticeship with Inspec 
Solutions based in Sheffield that 
provides control and safety solutions to 
leading UK firms such as Perenco, ITM 
and Cristal.

Cameron is starting with the company as 
an Assistant Control System Engineer, 
and will earn as he learns. He is about 
to enrol on a Sheffield Hallam University 
degree course and his studies will be 
paid for by his employer.

During his time at the UTC, Cameron 
took part in WorldSkills UK and was 
highly commended in the industrial 
control competition which required him 
to apply skills in PLC programming, fault 
finding and control systems to solve 
complex industrial based tasks.  

Cameron commented: “Engineering 
is a really exciting career to go into. I 
believe that it is the reason why the 
world continues to turn today in terms 
of the technological and industrial 
advancement that we are all living in.”

He added: “I’ve really enjoyed studying 
at UTC Sheffield. It’s opened my eyes to 
all the career opportunities out there 
for Engineering. What UTC Sheffield has 
shown me is that university is not the 
only choice that you have after finishing 
A Levels.

“There are many different paths that you 
can take from completing an internship 
or apprenticeship to graduating from 
a degree. If you want to get hands-
on experience with employers and 
understand what it’s like to get skills for 
the working world, then the UTC is the 
place to study.”

Cameron
Engineering student
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Meet our Non-Destructive 
Testing Partner 

Lavender
international
“What really strikes me is that the UTC 
students are so enthusiastic – it’s clear they 
want to be there and to learn. The students 
on Engineering courses at the UTC really 
want to go into Engineering and they’re 
motivated. That’s what our industry needs.”

Lavender International has offices in Houston, Texas in the 
USA, as well as in the UK, and supports programmes all over 
the world in countries like Greece, South Africa and Canada. 

Lavender staff regularly visit the UTC to demonstrate non-
destructive testing to students. This includes sessions on 
Penetrant Testing, Magnetic Testing and Ultrasonic Testing, 
which are delivered as part of an assignment or project that 
UTC students are working on. Lavender have also donated 
equipment to the UTC, including three harness testing 
machines. 

“It’s always been a principle of Lavender to pass on 
knowledge to the next generation. Like the rest of the 
engineering industry, we have an ageing workforce 
and we need young talent. We want to encourage 
young people to consider a career in non-destructive 
testing, as our industry has so much to offer, such 
as the opportunity to travel all over the world!”

Amy Schofield, Business Development Manager

These are some of 
the employers you 
will be working with:
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Letisha studied Materials 
Engineering at Sheffield Hallam 
University. Her first job was in 
technical marketing but she decided 
to go back to university and study 
for a PhD.  Afterwards she joined a 
castings company, and then moved 
to Castings Technology International, 
now based on the Advanced 
Manufacturing Park where she 
ended up running the skills centre.

Always with an eye on teaching, 
Letisha decided to do a PGCE and 
got a job in a school with specialist 
Engineering status, but found that 
Engineering was being increasingly 
marginalised in the school 
curriculum, so she decided to move 
to the UTC.

Since becoming Curriculum 
Director, Letisha has been focusing 
on securing even more employer 
engagement for the students:

“We aim to make every piece of 
controlled assessment linked 
to a business in some way, with 
some real-life scenario or context 
to the learning. We’ve also been 
working on links with employers 
for apprenticeships. Now we’ve got 
employers ringing us up asking us for 
apprentices.”

“We have a steady flow of companies 
coming into the UTC, bringing 
apprentices in to meet with the 
students, doing mock interviews with 
the students or taking students on 
work experience.”

Letisha is confident that the UTC 
approach is having a significant 
impact on student destinations:

“We are already seeing our students 
progress into excellent opportunities 
– both local and national. For 
example, students have gone 
on to the Mercedes High Speed 
Power Train Formula 1 team, the 
Boeing factory at the Advanced 
Manufacturing Park, the RAF, the 
BP Maritime Academy, Toyota at 
Derby, global engineering company 
Arup, not to mention a wide range 
of university courses at Cambridge, 
Middlesex, Newcastle, Sheffield, 
both the University of Sheffield and 
Sheffield Hallam University, to name 
but a few. The UTC is now doing 
what it was originally set up to do 
– developing the next generation of 
talented engineers.”

Meet Head of ENGINEERING

LETISHA SMITH

“I’m a qualified 
Engineer and teaching 
Engineering is 
something I feel quite 
passionate about. 
Businesses need it, 
there’s such a shortage, 
and young people 
have no idea what 
Engineering is about.”

11



Specialising 
in Creative & 
Digital Media
Are you interested in designing and digital making, filming and recording, 
writing and using your imagination? The Creative and Digital Industries are very 
diverse – ranging from advertising to architecture and from fashion to film.

Overall in the UK over 3 million people are employed in creative industries or in 
creative roles in other industries – so there’s no shortage of opportunity. In fact, 
this sector is one of the fastest growing employment sectors in the UK.

The Creative and Digital Media pathway at the UTC will give you a wide range of digital 
skills and opportunities, so you can pursue your particular interests.

As a Creative and Digital student you will learn in hi-tech studios and media labs catering for film, photography, 
animation and web application.  State-of-the-art facilities also include a sound studio for creating radio features or 
developing soundtracks exploring music technology and speech projects, as well as a superb art and design space.

Find out more:

utcsheffield.org.uk/CREATIVE
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Employer-led 
projects
You might be working on a brief 
for a film trailer set by BAFTA 
award-winning Warp Films, or 
attend a master class from 
representatives of Hallam FM 
on audience demographics 
and radio advertising, or you 
might be set a challenge by 
directors of international game 
developers Sumo Digital, 
in between their work for 
PlayStation and Microsoft.

At KS4, you will study Level 
2 OCR Cambridge Nationals 
in Creative IMedia, GCSE 
Media Studies and Level 
2 BTEC First Award in 
Creative Media Production 
alongside GCSEs.

At KS5, you will study 
Level 3 OCR Cambridge 
Technicals in Digital Media 
alongside A Levels.

See full additional A Level and 
GCSE options in the KS4 and KS5 
Curriculum section on page 18.
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UTC Sheffield student Fran 
Murray has ambitious 
designs on a career in 
fashion.

The 18-year-old, from North Derbyshire, 
has achieved two A Levels in 
Photography and Psychology both at 
grade C.

Fran also completed a technical 
qualification in Creative and Digital 
Media achieving a distinction* 
distinction.

She is now going on to study a 
Degree in Fashion Promotion and 
Communication at Nottingham Trent 
University.

She said: “I am pleased with my results 
and relieved that the wait is over. I’m 
really happy that I can go onto my first 
choice, Nottingham Trent University.”

Fran joined the UTC in Year 10 when 
she was 14-years-old. She said: “I 
chose UTC Sheffield because I’ve 
always been a creative person and 
enjoy the hands-on technical learning.

“I wanted to try different media sector 
subjects to help me work out what I 
wanted to do in future. I’ve created 
videos, trailers, game concepts, 
photography, journalism and creative 
writing and learnt how to use the latest 
software, which is good for going into 
employment and onto university.”

Fran added: “We were also set 
curriculum project briefs by employers, 
which gives you the confidence to know 
you can succeed. On one of the short 
film curriculum projects, we had to hire 
proper actors and go through casting 
auditions.

“The teachers are really supportive and 
understand the industry. The facilities 
are great. I used to be shy and was 
initially nervous about moving schools 
but now I’m much more confident. The 
UTC is a small specialist school. You get 
to know everyone. It was definitely the 
right decision for me.”

FRAn 
Creative & digital student



100% 
Technical 
Pass Rate
at Level 3 in 2017/18

Our students’ destinations include: University 
of Salford, Leeds Beckett University, Sheffield 
Hallam University, Leeds Trinity University, 
University of Huddersfield, Manchester 
Metropolitan University, Digital Marketing 
BDP Apprenticeship, De Montford University, 
HSBC Apprenticeship, Full-time employment 
at Plusnet, University of Warwick, Brunel 
University London, Showroom Cinema 
Higher Level Film Apprenticeship

Molly Keyworth was one of the first young people to 
join the UTC when it opened in 2013. She completed 
a Cambridge Technicals qualification in Creative and 
Digital Media, equivalent to two A Levels, as well as an 
A Level in English Literature. She has since completed 
a BA Honours Degree in Television and Radio at the 
University of Salford in Manchester.

Molly is now making successful inroads into a 
broadcasting career, and says her previous schooling 
at UTC Sheffield set her on the right track. She recently 
returned to the UTC to share advice and tips with current 
creative and digital media students.

Molly said: “It’s great to be able to return and share 
my experience with others. I loved my studies at UTC 
Sheffield. All the technical skills that I developed there 
have stood me in really good stead for university and for 
the broadcasting industry that I am breaking into.”

She added: “I’ve discovered a love for radio and really 
enjoy being based at Salford which is the northern base 
for the BBC. I enjoy generating ideas, meeting people and 
working to deadline. I’ve developed employability skills 
such as confidence, communication and learnt how to 
develop a thick skin and be resilient!”

During her time at university, Molly has benefited from 
being selected for work experience with Talk Sport, which 
involved production on a three-hour live studio broadcast. 
She has also completed paid work in events, branding and 
marketing for Bauer’s regional radio stations Hallam FM in 
Sheffield, Radio Aire in Leeds and Key 103 in Manchester.

Molly Gets 
Broadcast Career

on TracK Thanks to UTC
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Meet our employer partner 

Nigel Stafford
from Clear Channel

“I love the breadth of what the students 
UTC are interested in. It keeps me 
on my toes. A lot of my work is about 
engaging with younger audiences so 
it’s good to speak to young people 
and find out what they’re thinking.”

Clear Channel is one of the biggest advertising 
companies in the world. The organisation specialises in 
outdoor advertising or Out of Home (OOH) advertising 
as it’s called – billboards and digital screens on 
the street and in shopping centres. Clear Channel 
has more than 40,000 sites around the UK.

Nigel, a graphic designer at Clear Channel, started 
working with the UTC by delivering photography 
masterclasses, he then delivered sessions on logo 
design. That led on to reviewing students’ work for 
their Extended Project Qualification or EPQ, which is 
part of their Cambridge Technical qualification.

“Most of the students at the UTC are outstanding.  They’re 
very polite, very professional and very talented.  Those 
for whom the top grades don’t come as easily make 
up for it with sheer determination. I’ve enjoyed giving 
them some industry input to help with their portfolios 
– having a strong portfolio with industry-based work is 
essential for getting into the creative and digital sector.”

These are some of 
the employers you 
will be working with:
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Victoria brings a 
wealth of experience 
and expertise to 
her job as Head of 
Creative and Digital 
Media at the UTC. 
For the past 11 years, she has worked 
with the OCR exam board at national 
level as a Principal Examiner and 
an author of course work and text 
books for the Cambridge Nationals 
and Cambridge Technicals series in 
Digital Media.  Victoria also trains A 
Level media teachers from around the 
country. An academic at heart, she 
has found time to study for a MSc in 
Multimedia and is now studying for a 
PhD in History.

Victoria’s interest in digital media goes 
right back to her teenage years when 
she was writing and playing music, 
working with a number of bands.  This 
led to a degree in Media and PR at 
Sheffield Hallam University, with work 
for the BBC as a reviewer.

After graduating, Victoria was initially 
pursing commercial web design before 
agreeing to help some students at 
The Sheffield College to learn video 
production. She enjoyed it so much she 
decided to study for a PGCE and, after 
qualifying, went on to teach at John 
Leggott Sixth Form College and lead a 

team at Ilkley Grammar School, before 
becoming Head of Media and Film at 
Thomas Rotherham Sixth Form College 
for five years prior to joining the UTC.

When asked why she wanted to join the 
UTC, Victoria says, “I thought it was an 
exciting opportunity to focus on digital 
media. I liked the fact that students 
coming to the UTC were choosing to 
specialise and the fact that we could 
offer them use of professional standard 
software and facilities.”

Victoria likes the challenge of helping 
students to pursue their particular 
interests: “Although class sizes are 
smaller at the UTC, we offer more 

progression options so students can 
really pursue the subject options that 
inspire them most. That makes it very 
intense and challenging to manage but 
it’s great for the students.”

She continues, “I’m hugely proud of 
our achievements at the UTC.  Our 
students have consistently gained the 
best grades in the country at Post 16 
for their Level 3 Digital Media Diploma. 
That’s extraordinary. Not only that, 
but our students are getting more 
unconditional offers from universities 
than any other provider in South 
Yorkshire. It’s because they have such 
great portfolios of work built up from 
doing real work for real employers.”

Meet Head of
Creative and Digital Media

Victoria Allen
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Core GCSEs
• Mathematics

• English Language

• English Literature

• Sciences (Biology, Physics and 
Chemistry leading to GCSE 
combined or triple science)

Optional GCSEs
• Art

• Geography

• Product Design

• For some students a Modern 
Foreign Language (MFL) may 
be available in enrichment 
sessions

Plus all students will study for the Certificate in Digital Applications.

Taking the English Baccalaureate is an option for those that choose Geography 
and opt to study a Modern Foreign Languages GCSE during enrichment.

Students will also have allocated lesson time for Careers Information, Advice 
and Guidance, Citizenship, PSHE (Personal, Social and Health Education), 
Sports and Physical Education, alongside time for independent study and 
enrichment activities.

Our curriculum offer, 
including employer-led 
projects and enrichment 
activities, is designed to 
give students a well-rounded 
education to open up the 
best possible opportunities 
for future study and 
career progression.

Students joining UTC in Year 9 begin 
their Key Stage 4 studies straight away, 
studying a combination of GCSEs and 
up to three technical qualifications 
in their chosen specialism.

KS4 Curriculum
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A Level Choices
• Fine Art

• English Language

• Maths

• Further Maths 
(if you are taking Maths)

• Photography

• Physics

• Product Design

• Level 3 Core Maths

• Level 3 Extended 
Project options

• GCSE English, Maths 
and Science resits

There are opportunities for students to choose A Levels available at our other 
campus such as Biology, Chemistry, Computer Science, English Literature and 
Psychology. Both UTC Sheffield campuses may also offer a Level 2 bridging-
the-gap year at Post-16, which provides a step up to Level 3 qualifications. 
For advice on your options please attend one of our open events.

Please note, the course offer for both KS4 and KS5 may be reviewed as part of 
the UTC’s long-term commitment to securing the best outcomes for students.

At Key Stage 5 students will 
study a Level 3 technical 
qualification alongside up 
to three A Levels, depending 
on each student’s ambitions

KS5 Curriculum



Employer-led 
learning
Working with employers and universities is at the heart of 
everything we do at the UTC, providing students with real-life 
problem-solving challenges, mentoring and work experience.

Curriculum
You will participate in projects 
related to the world of work 
that have been designed by 
our employer and university 
partners in collaboration with 
our expert teaching staff, as 
well as benefitting from master 
classes and feedback on your 
work from top professionals.

Mentoring
The chance to meet regularly 
with employers relevant to your 
interests and career aspirations 
is a key part of how the UTC will 
build your confidence and skills.

Placements
Work experience at the UTC is all 
about matching your interests 
with specific employer and 
project opportunities, so that 
you gain a real insight into what 
it is like to work in the sector.

Trips and 
Tours
You will visit a wide range of 
employer premises, including 
high profile companies 
and organisations, as well 
as participate in national 
competitions and events.
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All of our students progress into education, training   
and employment. Most of our students go on to

study at a wide range of universities, including 
leading Russell Group universities such as

the University of Cambridge, as well 
as high quality apprenticeships.
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Excellent 
destinations
We are dedicated to developing the knowledge, 
confidence and skills that you require to progress 
successfully into a high quality career.

Employer-
led learning
At UTC you will get regular interaction with 
employers through mentoring sessions, 
master classes and tailored work placements, 
helping you to develop industry knowledge and 
understand what skills you need to secure a job.

You will be encouraged to take responsibility 
for your learning with regular time allocated 
for project work and independent study. You 
will find that you are treated like an adult 
but also given support where you need it.

Industry-standard 
facilities
We offer outstanding facilities and 
technology; many are industry-standard 
so you will be working with the same 
technology that is used in the workplace. 

Academic and 
practical
You can be academic and practical, enjoying 
hands-on learning and at the same time 
gaining the academic qualifications you 
will need to go further in your career.

By combining highly regarded technical 
qualifications with academic qualifications 
you will be able to keep all your options 
open and progress onto an apprenticeship, 
employment or university.

Focused, friendly 
community with 
strong support
Our students comment that the learning 
experience at the UTC is much more focused 
– students are there to learn because 
they have a passion our specialisms.

We are a friendly community where students 
say they make friends quickly, perhaps because 
they share interests in specialist subjects.

Every student has a learning plan and there are 
learning managers as well as teachers who are 
dedicated to helping you reach your full potential.

5 Reasons to 
Choose UTC Sheffield
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Interested in applying? 
Find out more at one of our open 
events and taster sessions
We offer a range of taster events and talks for both parents/carers and 
potential students. Please come along and meet with our Principal, 
Alex Reynolds, and find out more about UTC Sheffield.

Full details of these events are available on our website: 
www.utcsheffield.org.uk/events
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UTC Sheffield City Centre is part of 
The Sheffield UTC Academy Trust

The Trust has a clear vision to prepare 
our students for high quality careers in 
major growth areas of the UK and global 
economies – Engineering & Advanced 
Manufacturing, Creative & Digital 
Industries, Computing, Health Sciences 
and the related area of Sports Science.  
We provide a rounded education to 
develop the professional, personal and 
technical skills that employers want.

All of our students achieve a set of 
qualifications endorsed by both our 
university and employer partners, enabling 
them to progress to top universities as well 
as high quality apprenticeships.


